
May 12, 2020 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on May 12, 

2020 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Jim Woods and Danny Turner.  Jennifer 

Bowles and Chad Martin were not in attendance.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance Director Linda 

Conover, Assistant Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Water Resources Director Mike Kahle, 

Community Development Director Mark McCaskill and Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher. 

Present Council Members voted 3-0 to allow Council Member Bowles and Vice Mayor 

Martin to participate remotely per Virginia Code Section 2.2-3708.2(A)(1)(a), (2) and (C).  

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Turner and seconded by Council 

Member Woods with the following 3-0 recorded vote:  Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member 

Turner, aye; and Council Member Woods, aye. Jennifer Bowles and Chad Martin were not in 

attendance for the vote. Bowles joined Closed Session.  Council convened in Closed Session to 

discuss the following matters: (A) Discussion of the award of a public contract involving the 

expenditure of public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of the 

terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in an open session would adversely affect 

the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, as authorized by Subsection 

29, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring 

the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the 

conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public 

business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the A motion was made by Council 

Member Tuner; seconded by Council Member Woods, with the following 4-0 recorded vote in 

favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Turner, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; 

Mayor Lawson, aye; and Council Member Bowles by phone, aye.  Council Member Martin 

participated in regular session by phone also. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.  Following the Pledge to the American Flag and 

invocation by Council Member Woods, Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Mayor 

Lawson explained that the meeting would follow COVID guidelines, allowing Council Members 

plus ten others in attendance and recognizing social distancing recommendations.  

Consider approval of the minutes for April 29, 2020 Council Meeting – Council Member 

Turner made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member Woods 

seconded the motion with all council voting in favor. 
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing May 10 – May 16, 2020, as National Hospital 

Week – Council Member Turner read the proclamation, which was presented to Marketing 

Director Kelly Fitzgerald and CEO Dale Alward who were present on behalf of Sovah Health, 

Martinsville.  Alward thanked Council for the recognition and shared some details about the 

hospital and employees. Alward invited Council and residents to the Parade of Honor that 

would be held on Thursday, May 14.   

 

Hear an update on potential redevelopment plans for the Chief Tassel Building located at 

51 East Church Street in Uptown Martinsville – City Manager Towarnicki shared news 

regarding the Chief Tassel Building. The City acquired the building in 2018 and started 

accepting proposals for redeveloping the building in 2019.  Towarnicki explained there are 

some environmental issues within the building that would need to be addressed but grant 

money would help with that cost.  Dave McCormack with Waukeshaw Development provided a 

PowerPoint sharing information on previous projects including the Henry and the projected 

plan for the Chief Tassel Building.  Council Member Turner made a motion to recess as 

Council and reconvene as Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority.  Council 

Member Woods seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  Authority 

Chair Lawson directed members to review information included with their agenda..  Housing 

Authority Member Turner made the motion to exercise all three contracts as presented to sell 
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the  building to Waukeshaw.   Housing Authority Woods seconded the motion with all 

Authority Members voting in favor.  Authority Member Woods made a motion to adjourn the 

Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority and reconvene as Council. Council 

Member Turner seconded the motion with all Authority Members voting in favor.   

Consider setting a public hearing on a request from The Lester Group, Inc. for a Special 

Use Permit to allow for multi-family dwellings on property along Fairy Street, northeast of the 

intersection of Fairy and Watt Streets – City Manager Towarnicki briefly described the plan 

that The Lester Group would like to set in place for a multi-family dwelling project.  

Towarnicki explained that a public hearing could be held successfully even with the COVID 

restrictions.  Council Member Turner made a motion to set the public hearing for May 26, 

2020.  Council Member Woods seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   

Council Member Bowles asked for clarification that no residents would be displaced.  Mayor 

Lawson suggested that would be discussed further at the public hearing.  

Continue the public hearing on a request from Homero Sandoval Ramos for a Special Use 

Permit for a vehicle display lot and custom designed vehicle wrap business at 128 Clearview 

Drive – City Manager Towarnicki reminded Council of details from the previous public hearing 

in February. At that hearing, Mr. Ramos was given 90 days to provide those answers to 

Council’s questions but has failed to respond to the Building Inspectors office with that 

information. Ramos has not expressed any additional interest in this business venture. Staff’s 

recommendation would be to reopen the public hearing for additional comments; unless 

additional information is provided at that time, staff recommends that the Special Use Permit 

be denied.  Mayor Lawson opened the floor for a public hearing.  No one approached the 

podium so the public hearing was closed.  Council Member Turner asked that the public 

hearing be delayed until the Governor relaxes the COVID restrictions and more people feel 

welcome to attend the public hearing.  Mayor Lawson continued the public hearing until June 

23, 2020.  Council Member Bowles asked what the procedure would be if Council denies the 

Special Use Permit and Mr. Ramos makes a second request for that permit to be considered.  

Mayor Lawson explained that Mr. Ramos would need to refile the request and pay the fee 

again. Lawson explained that Mr. Ramos has not communicated with the Building Inspectors 

office in any way.   
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Consider approval on first reading of an ordinance reciting the expediency of the issuance 

of up to $2,500,000 principal amount of bonds of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, involving a 

pledge of water and sewer system revenues, or a general obligation of the City, or both, and 

setting forth the purpose in general terms for which the bonds are to be issued, the maximum 

amount of bonds to be issued, and the maximum length of time such bonds will be 

outstanding – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the need for this expediency ordinance 

and explained that there will be additional ordinances for approval over the next three to four 

meetings.  Council Member Woods made the motion to approve the motion on first reading.  

Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the following roll call vote:  Mayor Lawson, aye; 

Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and 

Council Member Woods, aye. 



May 12, 2020 Council Meeting 

 

Hear an update on the City’s annual Water Quality Report – Mike Kahle, Water Resources 

Director explained the annual report, which is required by the Virginia Department of Health 

and will be available to Martinsville residents later this month.  Council Member Bowles asked 
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Kahle to elaborate on the reasons why residents would receive a “boil water” notice.  Kahle 

touched on a few of the reasons why residents would receive those alerts.   

 

Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Woods made a motion to approve 

the consent agenda as presented. Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor.   
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Business from the Floor – No requests or comments were received 

Comments by City Council – Vice Mayor Martin asked residents to stay safe as COVID 

numbers continue to rise in the area. Martin asked residents to complete the 2020 Census 

either online or by phone.  Council Member Turner shared details about the VE-Day 

ceremonies. Roselawn will celebrate their 75th Year Memorial Day service and will comply with 

the Governor’s orders. Council Member Bowles thanked Council for allowing her to participate 

electronically.  Council Member Woods reminded residents that the Governor has allowed 

spas, nail salons, etc. to reopen so please support their business.  Woods explained that the 

people at the Work Force Center and those working from home are taking calls to the best of 

their ability and trying their best to help resolve issues related to unemployment; he asked 

residents to be patient with them. Mayor Lawson also asked residents to be cautious and to 

support local businesses as they reopen when possible.  The virus is still active in our area. 

Lawson commended Council Member Turner on the beautiful VE-Day Ceremony. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said that the budget will be shared 

at the next meeting on May 26. There is a work session on May 27 with the schools and 

outside agencies but additional work sessions will need to be scheduled in the first days of 

June. The municipal building will be reopened to the public on Monday May 18 with some 

restrictions and policy changes to protect visitors and employees. Towarnicki said he received 

information from the State Secretary of Finance regarding COVID funds for localities, again 
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reminding residents of the importance of completing the census since population determines 

the funds awarded to each location. Towarnicki explained potential funds that may be 

available to the City to assist with COVID19 expenses.  

There being no further business, Council Member Turner made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Woods with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


